
Lesson 2 Section 3: Monarchs During Feudal Times 

At the very top of feudal society were the 

monarchs, or kings and queens. As you have 

learned, medieval monarchs were also 

feudal lords. They were expected to keep 

order and to provide protection for their 

vassals. 

Most medieval monarchs believed in the 

divine right of kings, the idea that God had 

given them the right to rule. In reality, the power of monarchs varied greatly. Some had to work hard 

to maintain control of their kingdoms, and few had enough wealth to keep their own armies. They had to 

rely on their vassals, especially nobles, to provide enough knights and soldiers. In some places, especially 

during the Early Middle Ages, great lords grew very powerful and governed their fiefs as independent 

states. In these cases, the monarch was little more than a figurehead, a symbolic ruler who had little real 

power. 

In England, monarchs became quite strong during the Middle Ages. Since the Roman period, a 

number of groups from the continent, including Vikings, had invaded and settled England. By the mid-11th 

century, it was ruled by a Germanic tribe called the Saxons. The king at that time was descended from 

both Saxon and Norman (French) families. When he died without an adult heir, there was confusion over 

who should become king. 

William, the powerful Duke of Normandy (a part of present-day France), believed he had the right to 

the English throne. However, the English crowned his cousin, Harold. In 1066, William and his army 

invaded England. William defeated Harold at the Battle of Hastings and established a line of Norman 

kings in England. His triumph earned him the nickname “William the Conqueror.” 

When William of Normandy conquered England, he brought feudal institutions from Europe with 

him. Supported by feudalism, strong rulers brought order to England. In fact, by the start of the High 

Middle Ages, around 1000 C.E., the feudal system had brought stability to much of Europe. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Copy each question down in your notebook and respond in complete sentences. Use the reading title 

at the top of this page for the title of this assignment. 

1.  Where did Monarchs get their power? 

 

2.  Why is William the Conqueror considered an important monarch? (Describe 2 accomplishments) 


